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for the pathophysiology ofheart failure assumes that the readers are already famliar with
the mechanisms involved. Thus, this volume may not be useful for most medical stu-
dents. Finally, for a relatively small-sized book, the listed price of$135 is substantial.
In summary, Congestive Cardiac Failure: Pathophysiology and Treatment is both an
excellent overview of the most recent advances in this field drawn from the authors'
expertise and an exhaustive compilation of recent medical literature. It is well-suited for
specialists and for those involved in basic or clinical research on heart faiiure who might
appreciate a ready review ofprevious studies.
Joe Wu
Medical Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
HISTOPATHOLOGY OF THE LIVER. By Gerald Klatskin and Harold 0. Conn. New
York, Oxford University Press, 1993. 735 pp. in two volumes, illustrated. $250.00.
When Gerald Klatskin joined Yale's Department of Medicine at the end of World
War II he set up a unit for the study of diseases of the liver, bringing to that project his
skillful clinical approach, plus the diagnostic technique ofpercutaneous liver biopsy. The
biopsy specimens were processed and examined in his own laboratory. This project con-
tinued without diversion until his retirement thirty-four years later. During that time
forty-seven postdoctoral fellows participated, examining patients, doing the liver biop-
sies, then discussing findings with the chief. Data were logged on punch cards, and
appropriate indices were generated. Those research fellows moved on to other medical
centers in this country and abroad, taking with them the Klatskin tradition of clinical
scholarship. Five ofthem later headed departments ofmedicine.
As the work progressed Klatskin decided to assemble his unique collection of
histopathology in book form, and planned to work on it after his retirement. In 1977 a
publishing agreement was made with Oxford University Press. Surely neither party real-
ized then that sixteen years would elapse before the final work appeared.
Not long after retiring in 1980 Klatskin suffered a series of afflictions: coronary dis-
ease requiring bypass surgery, a malignant lymphoma, and, perhaps cruelest ofall, macu-
lar degeneration. He died in 1986.
By 1984, many chapters had been drafted, but it became obvious that he could not
complete the work alone, so he invited Harold Conn to become co-author. Conn had been
one of the first trainees in the liver unit, and afterward had settled nearby, establishing
another unit for study of liver diseases at the West Haven VA Hospital. In the Preface of
this work Conn describes the vast amount of work still to be done, including the writing
ofsome additional chapters and up-dating all ofthem.
So now this treasure, long in gestation, has become available - in two volumes, one
containing textual material, the other exhibiting 1067 color photomicrographs. Each
chapter in the first volume is a comprehensive review of some aspect ofliver histopathol-
ogy, with a total ofmore than 4500 references, some as recent as 1992. Examples of sub-
jects: granulomatous disease, cirrhosis, hepatitis, neoplasms, injury induced by drugs, by
infections, and by systemic diseases. This is not a conventional textbook ofliver disease.
Discussions of symptoms, signs, and other laboratory findings appear only where perti-
nent. It adheres to the original purpose: describing and illustrating the way disease pro-
cesses, many ofwhich don't fall in the category of'liver diseases', may affect the structure
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The second volume, containing only the illustrations and legends, is a thing of beau-
ty, because of the superb histologic techniques developed in Klatskin's laboratory and the
splendid color reproductions by the publishers.
The work was worth waiting for. It will not go out ofdate. Hepatic histopathology as
revealed by the light microscope will not change. Of course new concepts, new tech-
niques, even new diseases, (for example Conn's added chapters on liver transplant and
AIDS) will come, and some revisions will be called for. But the basic treasury, product of
lifelong study, has lasting value.
Why was I, neither pathologist nor liver disease expert, invited to review this publi-
cation? Probably because I was in a position to observe the project while it was in full
swing. From 1952 to 1965 my office was across a corridor from Klatskin's. He frequently
stopped me in passing to tell me about an interesting case, and I was always glad when he
did. I was aware of his steady flow of visitors, and the way he would spend hours with
them, examining their slides and showing them his own. (Incidentally, this atlas contains
a few photomicrographs contributed by others). I worked with Conn, too, from the period
of his residency through the time he moved nearby to establish another liver disease study
unit. When a co-author was needed he was the right choice.
Paul B. Beeson
University ofWashington School ofMedicine
MEDICAL LIVES AND SCIENTIFIC MEDICINE AT MICHIGAN, 1891-1969. Joel D.
Howell, ed. Ann Arbor, The University of Michigan Press, 1993, 199 pp., illustrated,
n.p.
"Biographical history has recently fallen out of fashion...," nevertheless "...subjects'
lives serve as biopsies of a period and a place," wrote the editor in his introduction to this
small volume ofinstitutional history. Places and times come to life when seen through the
eyes and lives of those who were there and helped to shape them; the past is sometimes
distorted by too much analysis. Reading about the medical school at Ann Arbor at mid-
century brought back a time and place that I recall with nostalgia, and reminded me ofthe
many changes in the world ofmedicine, medical schools, research, and teaching since the
watershed years of World War II.
Three of the contributors who tell this story through biography are physicians who
knew either the institution well, Horace W. Davenport, Joel D. Howell, or the man they
wrote about, as with Alexander Leaf. The others are medical historians known for their
work in the history of American medicine and medical education: Kenneth M. Ludmerer,
W. Bruce Fye, Steven C. Martin, Steven Peitzman, and Naomi Rogers.
Ludmerer reminds us that over a century ago the University of Michigan Medical
School, under the leadership of President James B. Angell and later Dean Victor
Vaughan, was second only to Harvard in reforming curriculum and instituting laboratory
instruction. Four of the first eight full professors at Johns Hopkins Medical School had
Michigan degrees. Vaughan's appointment as Dean in 1891 marked, in Ludmerer's words,
"the transformation not only of the medical schools nationwide. By the early 1890s he
had put together the strongest scientific medical faculty in the country." In 1899 George
Dock, the newly appointed professor of medicine, introduced the clinical clerkship at the
University Hospital. For the next ten years Hopkins and Michigan were the only schools
in the country to provide this form of clinical education, "a model for medical schools
and hospitals across the country" (p. 22).
Founded in 1838, this midwestern university was destined to develop a medical
school that would rival the leading schools in the East. It was the first medical school